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by Nature as to be incapable of any virtue, who
may not obtain it through effort or study." In
short, Aristotle says, "happiness is an employ-
ment of the activity of the soul, conformably with
virtue/'

IV. Serenity of soul must not be confounded
with the inactivity or the passive contemplation
of the Nirvana. Life is movement, and happiness,
which is simply the sublime aspiration of life, can
be found only in action, in the development of
our physical, moral, and intellectual faculties.
Our intellect models this activity according to
its character. The work of a philosopher, having
a different point of departure and aiming toward a
different goal, will not be identical with the same
work performed at his side by a man with ordinary
aspirations. This is why a noble activity of the
soul is requisite for a noble happiness, the only
one which is intense and permanent.

By taking the strict point of view, by basing
happiness upon the outbursts of animal joy, or
upon the brutal expression of our countenances, the
special " happiness " produced by general paralysis
was confused with happiness in the true meaning
of the word. The sick man in this condition shows
the maximum of satisfaction with life. He believes
in his blooming health, his extraordinary endur-